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Our author proceeds to show yet other bad qualities of
this hated leaf.

" Green tea, when made strong, even by infusion, is an
emetick; nay, I am told, it is used as such in China; a de-
coction of it certainly performs this operation; yet, by long
use, it is drunk by many without such an effect. The in-
fusion also, when it is made strong, and stands long to
draw the grosser particles, will convulse the bowels: even
in the manner commonly used, it has this effect on some
constitutions, as I have already remarked to you from my
own experience.

" You see I confess my weakness without reserve; but
those who are very fond of tea, if their digestion is weak,
and they find themselves disordered, they generally ascribe
it to any cause, except the true one. I am aware that the
effect, just mentioned, is imputed to the hot water; let it be
so, and my argument is still good: but who pretends to
say, it is not partly owing to particular kinds of tea ? per-
haps, such as partake of copperas, which, there is cause to
apprehend, is sometimes the case: if we judge from the
manner in which it is said to be cured, together with its
ordinary effects, there is some foundation for this opinion.
Put a drop of strong tea, either green or bohea, but chiefly
the former, on the blade of a knife, though it is not cor-,
rosive, in the same manner as vitriol, yet there appears to
be a corrosive quality in it, very different from that of
fruit, which stains the knife.9'

He afterwards quotes Paulli, to prove, that tea is p, " de-
siccative, and ought not to be used after the fortieth year."
I have, then, long exceeded the limits of permission, but I
comfort myself, that all the enemies of tea cannot be in
the right. If tea be a desiccative, according to Paulli, it
cannot weaken the fibres, as our author imagines; if it be
emetick, it must constringe the stomach, rather than re-
lax it.

The formidable quality of tinging the knife, it has in
common with acorns, the bark, and leaves of oak, and
every astringent bark or leaf: the copperas, which is given